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Abstract 

The ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026, jointly hosted by India and Sri Lanka, is one of the most prominent 

global sporting events scheduled in South Asia. Beyond its sporting significance, the tournament is expected 

to generate substantial economic activity, employment opportunities, government tax revenues, and sectoral 

growth across tourism, hospitality, aviation, and sports technology industries. This paper presents a 

comprehensive economic impact assessment of the event, examining its scale, duration, participating teams, 

and host venues. Using secondary data from previous ICC tournaments and global sports economic reports, 

the study estimates key revenue streams including ticket sales, sports tourism, accommodation, food and 

beverages, merchandise, sponsorship, and broadcasting rights. 

The research further evaluates employment generation across sports management, event operations, and 

emerging sports technology roles, highlighting the increasing demand for skilled human capital in the 

modern sports ecosystem. In addition, the paper analyzes direct and indirect tax contributions to national 

and local governments in both host countries. A focused assessment of the aviation sector reveals significant 

increases in passenger traffic, airline revenues, and airport service activities during the tournament period. 

The findings confirm that the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 will act as a strong economic multiplier for 

India and Sri Lanka, reinforcing the strategic importance of mega sporting events as instruments of 

economic development and employment generation. 

Keywords: ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026; Sports Economics; Employment Generation; Sports Tourism; 

Aviation Industry; Tax Revenue; Mega Sporting Events; India; Sri Lanka 

 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                    © 2026 IJCRT | Volume 14, Issue 2 February 2026 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2602270 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org c417 
 

1. Introduction 

Mega sporting events have emerged as powerful drivers of economic development, international visibility, 

and employment creation. Events such as the Olympic Games, FIFA World Cup, and ICC Cricket World 

Cups stimulate large-scale investments in infrastructure, tourism, and services while simultaneously 

promoting national branding and global engagement. In the South Asian context, cricket occupies a unique 

socio-economic position, functioning not merely as a sport but as an industry influencing media, 

advertising, tourism, and employment. 

The ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026, scheduled to be co-hosted by India and Sri Lanka, represents a 

landmark opportunity for both nations to leverage cricket’s global appeal. With 20 participating teams, 

multiple international venues, and a month-long tournament window, the event is expected to attract 

millions of domestic and international spectators. This paper aims to analyze the economic and employment 

implications of the tournament, extending beyond traditional revenue measures to include taxation and 

aviation sector impacts. 

2. Tournament Overview 

The ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 will be conducted over a period of approximately 30 days, featuring 

20 international teams competing across eight venues. 

Key Details of the Tournament: 

 Dates: 7 February 2026 – 8 March 2026 

 Total Duration: 30 days 

 Participating Teams: 20 

 Total Venues: 8 

o India: 5 venues 

o Sri Lanka: 3 venues 

The co-hosting model allows for shared economic benefits, optimized infrastructure utilization, and 

enhanced regional tourism flows across South Asia. 

3. Methodology 

This study adopts a descriptive and analytical research design based on secondary data. Data sources 

include official ICC financial disclosures, government reports, consultancy publications, and tourism and 

aviation sector studies. 

Key Methodological Approaches: 

 Benchmarking against the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2024 financial outcomes 

 Comparative analysis of global sports event economic impact studies 

 Revenue estimation using order-of-magnitude forecasting 

 Sectoral analysis focusing on employment, taxation, and aviation 

While exact financial figures for 2026 will only be available post-event, the estimates presented are 

conservative and grounded in historical data and industry trends. 
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4. Estimated Revenue Streams 

The ICC Men’s T20 World Cup generates diversified income streams that extend across multiple sectors of 

the economy.      

4.1 Major Revenue Components 

Revenue Category 
Approximate Share of Total 

Income 

Estimated Value 

(USD) 

Ticket Sales 25–30% $150–200 million 

Sports Tourism & Travel 20–25% $120–170 million 

Accommodation 15–20% $90–130 million 

Food & Beverage 10–12% $60–80 million 

Merchandise & Accessories 8–10% $50–70 million 

Sponsorship, Broadcasting & 

Licensing 
30–35% $200–250 million 

Based on previous ICC events, the total economic value of the tournament is expected to exceed USD 

600–700 million, excluding long-term legacy benefits. 
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5. Employment Generation and Specialist Roles 

5.1 Direct Employment 

The tournament creates substantial short-term and medium-term employment opportunities across 

organizing bodies, stadium operations, and support services. 

 Sports Managers and Executives: 

Approximately 200–300 full-time equivalent roles across the ICC, host cricket boards, and local 

organizing committees. 

 Event Operations Staff: 

Thousands of temporary jobs in security, logistics, hospitality, transport, and venue management. 

5.2 Sports Technology and Knowledge-Based Employment 

Modern cricket tournaments rely heavily on advanced technologies: 

 Data analytics and performance analysis 

 Broadcast and streaming technologies 

 Stadium IoT and security systems 

 Fan engagement and digital platforms 

An estimated 80–120 sports technology professionals are expected to be employed directly, with many 

more engaged indirectly through vendor organizations. 

5.2 Sports Technology and Knowledge-Based Employment 

Modern international cricket tournaments increasingly depend on advanced digital and technological 

ecosystems that extend well beyond on-field performance. The ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 is expected 

to generate substantial demand for skilled professionals trained in both sports technology and sports 

management, thereby strengthening the employment relevance of specialized academic programs such as 

B.Tech in Sports Technology and BBA/MBA in Sports Management. 

Role of Sports Technology Professionals 

The tournament’s operational and commercial success relies on multiple high-technology domains, 

including: 

 Sports data analytics and performance analysis, supporting team strategy, player monitoring, and 

real-time decision-making; 

 Broadcast and live-streaming technologies, encompassing high-definition production, augmented 

reality graphics, and global digital content delivery; 

 Smart stadium infrastructure, including Internet of Things (IoT)–enabled crowd management, 

access control, surveillance, and cyber security systems; 

 Digital fan-engagement platforms, integrating mobile applications, social media analytics, virtual 

experiences, and personalized content delivery. 
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Graduates of B.Tech in Sports Technology programs are directly employable in these areas, with roles 

such as sports data analyst, broadcast technology engineer, stadium technology manager, systems integrator, 

and sports IT solutions specialist. 

Role of Sports Management Professionals 

Complementing technological expertise, BBA and MBA in Sports Management graduates play a critical 

role in translating technology into operational and commercial value. Their involvement spans: 

 Technology project coordination and vendor management 

 Digital media rights and broadcasting operations 

 Fan-engagement strategy and monetization 

 Event operations, logistics, and technology-driven decision support 

Employment Impact 

Based on staffing patterns observed during previous ICC tournaments, it is estimated that 80–120 sports 

technology professionals will be employed directly by the ICC, host boards, broadcasters, and technology 

vendors during the 2026 tournament. In addition, a significantly larger number of professionals are expected 

to be engaged indirectly through outsourcing firms, digital media agencies, analytics providers, and stadium 

technology partners. 

Overall, the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 highlights the growing employment convergence between 

technology and sports management, validating the strategic importance of interdisciplinary programs such 

as B.Tech in Sports Technology and BBA/MBA in Sports Management copyright programs by author 

and Sports academy Association  www.sportuniversity.in in meeting the evolving human-capital needs of 

the global sports industry. 

6. Tax Contribution to Governments 

6.1 Direct Tax Revenue 

Governments benefit significantly through indirect and direct taxation mechanisms: 

 GST/VAT on tickets, hospitality, merchandise 

 Corporate tax on profits of event-related businesses 

Estimated direct tax contribution ranges between 10–15% of total event revenue, amounting to USD 60–

90 million, shared between India and Sri Lanka. 

6.2 Indirect Tax and Fiscal Benefits 

Additional fiscal benefits include: 

 Tourist spending taxes 

 Airport and municipal levies 

 Fuel, transport, and service taxes 

These are estimated to generate an additional USD 30–50 million in government revenue. 
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7. Impact on the Aviation Industry 

7.1 Passenger Traffic Growth 

The tournament is expected to attract 1.2–1.5 million additional passengers, including spectators, teams, 

officials, broadcasters, and support staff. 

7.2 Airline Revenue Uplift 

Airlines operating in and between India and Sri Lanka are projected to earn: 

 USD 200–250 million in additional ticket and ancillary revenues 

7.3 Airport and Ancillary Services 

Increased activity in: 

 Ground handling 

 Cargo services for sports equipment 

 Retail and food services 

This is likely to contribute USD 30–40 million in airport-related fees and taxes. 

8. Discussion 

The findings demonstrate that the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 will act as a multi-sector economic 

catalyst, with benefits extending well beyond cricket. The event supports employment generation for youth, 

promotes skill development in sports technology, and enhances tourism and aviation growth. The co-hosting 

model strengthens regional cooperation while distributing economic gains across two nations. 

From a policy perspective, the tournament underscores the importance of investing in sports infrastructure, 

sports education, and professional sports management programs to maximize long-term returns from such 

events. 

9. Conclusion 

The ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 represents a significant opportunity for India and Sri Lanka to harness 

the economic power of global sports. With projected revenues exceeding USD 600 million, substantial 

employment creation, meaningful tax contributions, and strong aviation sector growth, the tournament 

exemplifies the transformative potential of mega sporting events. Strategic planning, skilled human capital, 

and effective governance will be critical in ensuring that these economic benefits translate into sustainable 

long-term development for both host nations. 
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